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The e-CODEX project improves the cross-border access of citizens and
businesses to legal means in Europe and furthermore creates the
interoperability between legal authorities within the EU without changing
national standards. e-CODEX is developing technical solutions that can be used
in or between Member States or Associated Countries to support cross-border
operation of processes in the field of justice. Through e-CODEX, Member States
and Associated Countries with support of the European Commission are jointly
developing interoperable building blocks and implementing them in real life
settings through piloting work.
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Electronic identities, signatures and mandates all exist in
one form or another in different Member States and
Associated Countries. Recognising these identities and
being able to use them, especially in cross-border cases, is
a complex and important matter. e-CODEX does not
change the identity management systems and signature
solutions already in place in different countries nor does it
create one universal solution for all Member States.
Instead, e-CODEX enables secure electronic
communication and information exchange between
existing national solutions through a common validation
tool.

Therefore, e-CODEX introduced an agreement for a “Circle
of Trust”. This means that participating countries accept
what is legally valid in other participating country for the
content of the documents, and information on identity
and signatures.
This system corresponds to the requirements of a qualified
signature:
• documents have to be uniquely linked to a user
• the system has to be able to identify the user
• the user has to have full control
• any change has to be detectable
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e-Signature
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Electronic identities, signatures and mandates all exist in
one form or another in different Member States and
Associated Countries. Recognising these identities and
being able to use them, especially in cross-border cases, is
a complex and important matter. e-CODEX does not
change the identity management systems and signature
solutions already in place in different countries nor does it
create one universal solution for all Member States.
Instead, e-CODEX enables secure electronic
communication and information exchange between
existing national solutions through a common validation
tool.

Therefore, e-CODEX introduced an agreement for a “Circle
of Trust”. This means that participating countries accept
what is legally valid in other participating country for the
content of the documents, and information on identity
and signatures.
This system corresponds to the requirements of a qualified
signature:
• documents have to be uniquely linked to a user
• the system has to be able to identify the user
• the user has to have full control
• any change has to be detectable
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The e-CODEX e-Delivery building block is based on
inter-gateway communication as well as a common
framework with a connector as a binding element to the
national transport solutions. The gateway is based on the
open source software “Holodeck”, which is an ebMS based
b2b messaging software according to the e-Delivery
concept. Holodeck software has been extended to fit the
needs of e-CODEX and e-Delivery convergence needs by
providing both the DOMIBUS (DOMain Interoperability
BUS) gateway and the DOMIBUS connector Framework.

e-Delivery for cross-border e-Justice improves the
efficiency of multi-lateral proceedings by supporting
the electronic exchange of documents and data.
The e-Delivery Convergence concept of e-CODEX is
continued by the CIPA (Common Infrastructure for
Public Administrations Sustainability) and the e-SENS
project.
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e-CODEX has defined a methodology to develop
specifications to enable meaningful exchange of data
between electronic systems supporting legal procedures
within a multinational context. The methodology is
sustained through the twofold long term strategy for
semantic interoperability in e-Justice. The first aim is to
guarantee the correctness of the processing of cross
border legal procedures. The second aim is harmonising
legal concepts to enable faster deployment of these
procedures.

The focus of e-CODEX is not simply to create XML-schemas
for some selected procedures, but instead to devise a set
of reusable, generic components that can be used and
advanced in other European projects like
e-SENS (Electronic Simple European Networked Services),
ISA² (Interoperability Solutions for European Public
Administration) and CEF (Connecting Europe Facility).
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e-CODEX has defined a methodology to develop
specifications to enable meaningful exchange of data
between electronic systems supporting legal procedures
within a multinational context. The methodology is
sustained through the twofold long term strategy for
semantic interoperability in e-Justice. The first aim is to
guarantee the correctness of the processing of cross
border legal procedures. The second aim is harmonising
legal concepts to enable faster deployment of these
procedures.

The focus of e-CODEX is not simply to create XML-schemas
for some selected procedures, but instead to devise a set
of reusable, generic components that can be used and
advanced in other European projects like
e-SENS (Electronic Simple European Networked Services),
ISA² (Interoperability Solutions for European Public
Administration) and CEF (Connecting Europe Facility).
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Engaging in legal proceedings in another EU Member
State can involve fees to be paid to the relevant court. The
value of such a fee varies from country to country. The
payment of court fees is also subject to national rules and
the Member States have established solutions in place to
handle the payment. These different payment solutions
are not the same. The e-Payment building block provides
the information needed to the end users to identify the
correct fee to be paid and uses established national
payment systems for making the payment.

Evidences of the payment can be provided to the court by
the transport solution of e-CODEX. The focus is not on
implementing new specific industry payment solutions
but on establishing an interoperability layer for using the
existing national payment solutions providing the
payment evidences electronically to the court.

